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The air is electric, charged with the screams that echo from
behind the off-white security doors. As the attendants guide you to
the lift, your feet dragging smoothly across the waxed linoleum
floor, a searing pain fills your head to remind you of the high volt-
age shock that was pumped through your brain only minutes before.
Your mind starts to spin as your body starts to fall. You grab hope-
lessly at the air, but there is not a single sharp surface to cling on to,
the smooth walls just seem to go on forever.

The d-lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD), delivered direct from
the Sandoz Pharmaceutical Company in Switzerland, is starting to
worm it’s way through every crevasse in your mind and body.
Slowly, menacingly, you get the feeling that this trip to the base-
ment laboratory may be the one that finally sends you on the one-
way trip to oblivion. The intensive electroshock treatment has shat-
tered not only your mind, but also your will to fight. After wearing
a football helmet around the sleep room for the last 22 hours, with
only that single monotonous phrase that you don’t even remember
saying playing endlessly, over and over again, tearing at your mind,
you don’t care any more anyway. Maybe going crazy would free
you, after all, what could be worse than what you’ve already been
through. The doctor keeps telling you it’s the only way to get bet-
ter. If only you could believe him. The only thing you believe in
now is pain. You can’t feel anything else. Not hope, not love, noth-
ing. Only pain. This was to become a regular day for patients at the
Allan Memorial Institute in Montreal, Canada, during the CIA
funded search to find a technique for breaking, reprogramming, and
ultimately, controlling the human mind. Another day of torturing
innocent victims in an attempt to find, and perfect, a reliable brain-
washing technique.

THE SUFFERING BEGINS

The grim story began on July 20, 1950, when the Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency, Roscoe Hillenkoetter, wrote an open
cheque for Project ‘Bluebird’, the Agency’s first full-scale behav-
iour control programme. The operation’s first task, to interrogate
four Japanese workers under the employ of U.S. Army Intelligence,
who were suspected of having links to the Russians. None would
admit to being double agents, so they were injected with alternating
does of sodium amytal and benzedrine, downers, followed by
uppers, just to see if it would help them to change their minds.

After several episodes of experimentation with drugs to try and
“loosen” the minds of North Korean prisoners of war, it was decid-
ed that the addition of electro-shock treatment might make the
interrogation process more successful . The Agency’s Office of
Technical Services Staff (TSS) were chosen to conduct further
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experimentation with the deadly combination. TSS were responsi-
ble for producing the “James Bond” issue equipment, such as
exploding coins, fountain pens that could fire bullets, and unde-
tectable poisons. 

This new phase of mind control research would be placed under
TSS control because it was decided they would have no reserva-
tions about testing radical new ideas on unsuspecting subjects. The
new CIA director Allen Dulles specifically requested that any doc-
tors or scientists who were to be be recruited for the operation
must be “completely cooperative in any phase of our programme
regardless of how revolutionary it may be.” The Project was
renamed Operation Artichoke and another step was taken into
darkness. 

Within a short space of time Dulles' team included Dr. Sidney
Gottlieb, the head of TSS, who scoured the jungles of Latin
America for new poisons, and Dr. Ewen Cameron, who would
conduct inhumane research on patients on behalf of the CIA. 

Worried about committing such
radical research on American soil,
Allen Dulles decided that it would be
safest if Dr Cameron was to conduct
the experiments at his hospital in
Montreal, Canada, on unsuspecting
patients. That way, if the experiments
ever became the focus of public atten-
tion, they would not be traced back to
the CIA. 

The Allan Memorial Institute had
become highly respected under the
leadership of Doctor Cameron. His
support staff were becoming well
renowned for their own individual work,
much of which was quite revolutionary, but none were quite so
radical with their techniques as Dr Cameron. He treated patients
with large doses of drugs, repeated courses of electroshock, senso-
ry de-pravation, long periods without sleep, isolation, and was
working on a process he called ‘psychic driving’, which involved
repeatedly playing back selected words to a patient in order to
break apart their psyche and allow total access to the subcon-
scious. 

On April 3rd 1953 Operation Artichoke became MKUltra. The
‘MK’ prefix denoted TSS’s command over the operation. The
Agency’s chemical-biological warfare project, MKDelta , was
incorporated under the new banner, and a revised brief was issued.
The order was ‘“To investigate how it was possible to modify an
individuals behaviour by covert means.” The aim of the pro-
gramme was to find out how the North Koreans had been able to
brainwash American POW’s and turn them into pro-communist,
anti-American, rabble rousers. Not only had the enemy managed
to corrupt their minds, but they in turn were trying to infect their
fellow Americans with the same virtues that had been so forceful-
ly implanted into their subconscious. Soon the CIA was itself com-
mitting acts every bit as shocking as those they claimed to detest.

Their own experiments had confirmed that “brainwashing” was a
very powerful intelligence weapon indeed.

Dr. James Monroe, the former head of the US Air force’s
Korean POW study group, was hired to set up a research founda-
tion to provide a cover for the clandestine work, and so the
‘Society for the Investigation of Human Ecology’ was born. The
society would act as a safety barrier between the agency and the
public, a body with an acceptable front, that could launder and dis-
tribute money, and leave no trace. The initial funding to set up the
Allan Memorial Institute was supplied by the Rockefeller
Foundation in 1934. They would later fund secret CIA mind-con-
trol research projects via the Human Ecology Society.

Meanwhile Dr. Cameron hired help in the form of Leonard
Rubenstein, an Englishman with no medical qualifications, who
was to run a research and development behavioural laboratory,
where Dr. Cameron would further his work on psychic driving.
Also hired to help with the work was Jan Zielinski, a Polish born

engineer who also lacked any previ-
ous medical experience. 

Although the staff of the Insti-
tute failed to understand why
these men had been hired to deal
with patients who were often
deeply disturbed, Dr. Cameron
made it clear that they were at the
hospital to stay. He no longer
required clearance from anybody,
and would soon have the ‘sleep
room’, or “zombie room”, as
some nurses called it, running at
full swing. 

Patients were made to wear foot-
ball helmets fitted with internal speakers, forcing them to listen to
endlessly repeating tape loops, phrases edited from their taped
consultations with Dr. Cameron. This treatment lasted for periods
of up to 22 hours a day, six or seven days a week, over a period of
two months, Thoughts, related in confessions from their darkest
moments, spoken in their own voice, were drilled into their brains,
until their minds literally shattered. Intensive electroshock treat-
ments accompanied the ‘depatterning’, or, ‘psychic driving’, as did
sensory depravation, isolation, and injections of psychoactive
drugs.

DR. DECEPTION

Earlier in his career, at the age of only twenty-eight , Dr.
Cameron had come to have a free hand to probe the minds of
unsuspecting patients while working at Manitoba’s Brandon
Mental Hospital. His personal manifesto came straight from the
principles laid out at the first ‘Conference of Race Betterment’,
held in 1914 at Battle Creek, Michigan. “In the past man had been
first, in the future the system must be first.” No doubt, the Nazis
that he claimed to so strongly disapprove of, would have been
proud of him. 

Soon the CIA was itself committing
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Dr. Cameron’s ideology was in agreement with the philosophy
of the American Professor, Henry H. Goddard, who believed that
all who were “born” criminals could be identified by certain phys-
ical characteristics and that the solution to controlling them was to
“sterilize them, allow them to perform only lowly jobs, confine
them to ghettos, discourage them from marrying outside their race,
and create a pure, American, superior intelligence to control them.”

Dr. Cameron began experimenting with a bizarre range of treat-
ments. Drugs, electroshock, psychosurgery (or lobotomy as it is
more widely known), gas, and a motor driven chair that rotated a
patient at high speed until they fell unconscious, were all part of
his cruel repertoire. Now he was to be paid by the CIA to further
his bizarre research.

Dr Cameron’s reputation was beyond question to most of his
co-workers in the medical profession. He was President of the
American Psychiatric Association,
was soon to be President of t h e
C a n a d i a n  P s y c h i a t r i c
Association, and would become the
first President of the Wo r l d
Association of Psychiatrists. He
regularly submitted articles and
research papers to scientific jour-
nals, which were readily accepted.
Even when his staff could not see
the purpose of his actions, it was
assumed that he was dealing with
matters that they did not fully com-
prehend. If only they had known
how true that was. 

There were some doctors who found his research techniques
unreasonable, and said so. Dr Donald O. Hebb, Chairman of the
Psychology Department at McGill University stated that Dr.
Cameron’s methods were ethically deplorable, and verged on “the
irresponsible - criminally stupid.” Harsh words from a man who
was himself working for both the CIA and Canadian Defense
Department on sensory deprivation. Another respected psychiatrist
noted that Cameron “was not possessed of the necessary sense of
humanity to be a good doctor.” Yet not only did his work continue,
it became even more radical. 

Between 1944 and 1960 over 100,000 lobotomies were per-
formed in the United States and around the same number in
Europe. Tens of thousands were performed in the Pacific basin,
mostly in India and Japan. In 1948, Dr. Walter Freeman of The
University of Virginia, described lobotomy as “mercy killing of the
psyche”, while demonstrating his technique to a group of students.
It is hard to comprehend where “mercy” fits in to the picture.

Dr. Cameron promoted the use of psychosurgery and regularly
performed the operation himself. He would speak to his patients,
who were only given a local anaesthetic, while performing the
hideous operation and would continue to destroy the nerve fibres
in their frontal lobes until they could no longer respond to his ques-
tioning.

BACK AT THE AGENCY 

The Director of Central Intelligence, Allen Dulles, had always
found Ewen Cameron’s suggestions original and far reaching. He
had been impressed by his suggestion at the end of World War 2
that every surviving German over the age of twelve should receive
a short course of electroshock treatment to burn out any remaining
Nazi ideals. With such innovative ideas Dulles decided he was just
the man for the job the CIA wanted done. 

The list of projects soon became long, and only those with the
“need to know “ were ever aware of the total range of operations
under way. There was to be large a number of doctors and
researchers like Cameron on the CIA payroll. 

The full details of the Mind-control research operations that the
CIA conducted under Dulles' command will never be made public.

Many of the records were destroyed
in following years. In all there were
149 MKUltra subprojects dealing
with behavioural modification. A fur-
ther 33 subprojects were funded
under MKUltra that were not related
to this type of research. We will never
know what these projects were about.
Nor will we know what use the
results of these experiments have
been put to. 

What follows is a list of formerly
top-secret covert operations that
were conducted by the CIA for

mind-control research purposes:

OPERATION CHATTER

Beginning in 1947 as a US Navy program, Operation Chatter set
about to identify and test truth drugs. The CIA became concerned
about the reports of “amazing results” being achieved by the
Russians in this area and decided to conduct their own research.
Eventually the CIA had many institutions secretly conducting drug
experiments on their behalf. At the National Institute for Mental
Health’s Addiction Research Centre in Lexington, Kentucky, the
Director, Dr. Harris Isabell would test many drugs including
scopolamine, rivea seed, bufontenine, and LSD for the Agency.
Isabell once kept a study group of seven drug addicts on an LSD
trip for a total of seventy-seven days. He noted on day 42 that the
experiment was “the most amazing demonstration of drug toler-
ance I have ever seen.” In an attempt to break the tolerance he gave
the human guinea pigs triple and quadruple doses. 

In 1975 when giving evidence to a Senate subcommittee who
were investigating alleged CIA misbehavior, Dr. Isabell said that at
the time, “ethical codes were not so highly developed and there
was a great need to know in order to protect the public in assess-
ing the potential use of narcotics. I personally think we did an
excellent job.”

In all there were 149 MKUltra 
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OPERATION FLESH HUNT 

This was a search to locate “magic mushrooms” like those used
by American and Mexican Indians in ceremonial rituals. Scientists
returned from field trips with carefully labelled satchets of piule
seeds,complete with lists of where they had been picked and details
of the surrounding vegetation and soil conditions. These drugs
would be tested on unsuspecting victims to establish their potential
for intelligence use.

MKULTRA SUBPROJECT-68

This was Dr. Cameron’s ongoing “attempts to establish lasting
effects in a patient’s behaviour” using a combination of particular-
ly intensive electroshock, intensive repetition of prearranged verbal
signals, partial sensory isolation, and repression of the driving peri-
od carried out by inducing continuous sleep for seven to ten days at
the end of the treatment period.
During research on sensory depri-
vation, Cameron experimented
with the use of Curare, (the deadly
poison used by South American
Indians to tip their arrow heads), to
immobilise his patients. 

After one test he noted:
“Although the patient was pre-
pared by both prolonged sensory
isolation (35 days) and by repeated
depatterning, and although she
received 101 days of positive dri-
ving, no favourable results were
obtained.” Patients were regularly
treated with hallucinogenic drugs, long periods in the “sleep room”,
and testing in the Radio Telemetry Laboratory that was built by
Rubenstein under Dr. Cameron’s direction. Here, patients were
exposed to a range of RF and electromagnetic signals and moni-
tored for changes in behaviour. It was later stated by other staff
members who had worked at the Institute that not one patient sent
to the Radio Telemetry Lab showed any signs of improvement
afterwards. 

MKULTRA SUBPROJECT 3

A project designed to assess the use of sexual entrapment in
covert operations. It became known unofficially as Operation
Midnight Climax. Included in the operation were attempts by CIA
agents to infiltrate public gatherings, such as cocktail parties, where
unsuspecting guests were sprayed with LSD in canisters variously
labelled as insect repellent, deodorant, and perfume. 

An operation conducted in an apartment in New Yo r k ’s
Greenwich Village focused specifically on drug testing. Another
apartment was rented on Telegraph Hill in San Francisco and used
for further drug testing. It was also set up as a brothel at which was
used to discover more about the psychological aspects of sexual
behaviour and prostitution, and to scout for potential CIA “assets.”

( Moles, Informers, snoops, field agents). A report by a Senate
investigating committee recorded in 1975 that, “ Prior consent was
obviously not obtained from any of the subjects. There was, obvi-
ously, no medical pre-screening. In addition, the tests were con-
ducted by individuals who were not qualified scientific observers.
There was no medical personnel on hand to administer the drugs or
to observe their effects and no follow up was conducted on the sub-
jects.” 

OTHER MKULTRA OPERATIONS

There were an enormous number of MKUltra operations. The
project farmed out work to eighty institutions, of which forty-four
were colleges or universities, fifteen research facilities or private
companies, twelve hospitals and three prisons. The estimated total
cost of the operation was 10-25 million dollars. 

Prisoners were used in experiments conducted at the California
Medical Facility in Vacaville State

Prison by Dr. James Hamilton. Funded
by another chain of front org a n i s a-
tions, Dr. Hamilton conducted “clini-
cal testing of behavioural control
materials.” 

In New Jersey, testing was conduct-
ed by Dr. Carl Pfieffer at the Borden
Reformatory, on similar materials. At
H o l m e s b u rg State Prison in
Philadelphia volunteers were used to
test a particularly violent incapacitating
drug. 

Around the same time as these tests
were being conducted by the CIA the

US Army initiated two projects, THIRD CHANCE and DERBY
HAT. They conducted experiments both home and abroad, and a
one time the New York State Psychiatric Institute was conducting
research under contract to the Army. Between 1955 and 1958 the
Army also tested LSD on 1,000 volunteer US servicemen at Fort
Bragg and the Army’s Chemical Warfare Laboratories at
Edgewood.

MKDELTA

This operation focused on the interrogation of people who were
suspected as being foreign agents spying upon US installations, or
native Americans suspected of being foreign agents. Much of the
testing was conducted off the American mainland in CIA safe hous-
es and American occupied war zones. 

OPERATION MINDBENDER

A covert operation conducted in Mexico City that involved the
use of undercover hypnotherapists to determine whether an unsus-
pecting victim could be influenced, by a combination of drugs and
hypnosis, into becoming an assassin who would carry out an order
to kill after being triggered into action by a pre-programmed signal.

CIA MIND CONTROL RESEARCH
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MKSEARCH

An operation that included over a dozen sub-projects. The pro-
jects were under the control of Dr Sydney Gottlieb. Most were a
continuation of projects conducted under MKUltra that were
renamed after Dr. Cameron’s time with the Agency had come to an
end. Some were to be conducted in CIA safe houses set aside in a
number of American cities including, Washington, New York,
Chicago, and Los Angeles. The intention was to use them as loca-
tions where “expendables”, (that is a subject who might die, but
whose disappearance was unlikely to arouse suspicion), could be
tested under full medical supervision. Other sub-projects concen-
trated specifically on exploiting human weaknesses and destabiliz-
ing personalities. 

One operation funded under MKSearch by Dr. Gottlieb was
researching micro-organisms with the capacity to kill. The work
was carried out by two separate laboratories who were unaware of
each other’s activities. One was a private research facility in
Baltimore, the other was at the Army Biological Laboratory at Fort
Detrick, which had been running an operation since May 1952
known as MKNaomi. The civilian researchers in Baltimore were
instructed to attempt to find chemicals that could induce anything
from the desire for kinky sex, to simulating death by carbon diox-
ide , that is, to produce a chemical that could be used to fake sui-
cide. At Mount Sinai Hospital an immunologist by the name of Dr
Harold Abramson was allocated $85,000 by Dr. Gottlieb and was
told that the Agency wanted experiments done on disturbance of
memory.

They wanted disturbance by aberrant behaviour, changes of sex
patterns, suggestibility and the creation of dependence, to be used
in the obtaining of information.

OPERATION BIG CITY

In their search for a chemical material “which would cause a
reversible non-toxic aberrant mental state, the specific nature of
which could be reasonably well predicted for each individual”,
Operation Big City was launched. 

A 1953 Mercury car was modified so that it’s exhaust pipe
extended 18 inches beyond it’s normal length. The car was then dri-
ven a total of eighty miles around New York emitting a gas to test
it’s effect on passers-by. In another test operatives travelled on the
New York subway with battery powered emission equipment fitted
into suitcases, to see if LSD could be sprayed in confined areas and
affect people. The operators wore nasal filters. In San Francisco a
biological gas was released off the Golden Gate Bridge, with the
intention of covering the city and monitoring the gases disorientat-
ing effects. It blew away before it could cause any harm. In 1957,
the CIA Inspector General, Lyman Kirkpatrick issued an internal
memo which stated that “precautions must be taken not only to pro-
tect the operations from exposure to enemy forces, but also to con-
ceal these activities from the American public in general. The
knowledge that the Agency is engaging in unethical and illicit

activities would have serious repercussions in political and diplo-
matic circles and would be detrimental to the accomplishment of its
mission.”

OPERATION RESURRECTION

In this MKSearch sub-project the isolation chamber that had been
constructed earlier by Dr. Cameron at the Allan Memorial Institute
was rebuilt at a laboratory of the National Institutes of Mental
Health. This time, instead of humans, apes were to be subjected to
a cruel combination of treatments. After first being lobotomized,
the animals were kept in total isolation. The radio telemetry tech-
niques developed earlier by Leonard Rubenstein were adapted so
that radio frequency energy could be beamed into the brains of the
highly disturbed animals. Many were then decapitated and their
heads would be transplanted onto another body to see if the RF
energy would bring them back to life. The apes that were not killed
in this way were later bombarded with radio waves until they fell
unconscious. Autopsies revealed that their brain tissue had literally
been fried. These experiments were conducted around 1965/66, so
it is a frightening reality that it is around 25 years since intelligence
agencies covertly started experimenting with the use of radiated
energy to control behaviour.

Around the same time the Agency set up the Amazon Natural
Drug Company in Iquitos, Peru. It acted as a channel for the
Agency to collect drugs for their operations. A small team of
botanists gathered leaves, roots and barks from the jungle, which
were then sent back to the TSS laboratories where they were pul-
verised into dust and fed to more apes to see if they were driven
mad or would kill each other. They did both. 

OPERATION SPELLBINDER

On June 30th, 1966, Richard Helms became Director of Central
Intelligence. He was the first DCI since Dulles to push hard for
results in the mind control field. Operation MKSearch went into
overdrive. Old projects were resurrected, abandoned projects reac-
tivated. The safe houses were told to expect a steady supply of
Vietcong expendables to experiment on. One of the projects to be
revived was the less than successful Operation Mindbender.
Renamed Operation Spellbinder, the assignment was to create a
sleeper killer, a real life “Manchurian Candidate.” A hypnotist was
recruited from the American Society of Clinical and Experimental
Hypnosis. He became known amongst the Agency staff as “Dr.
Fingers” and was selected because his file stated that he would have
no qualms about conducting potentially terminal experiments. The
intended victim of the experiment was Fidel Castro. After attempts
to program several would-be assassins, the operation was discon-
tinued and written off as a complete failure.

DIGGING DEEPER INTO THE BRAIN.

What the Agency wanted more than anything was the capability
to influence or control subjects remotely. This would open an
entirely new set of operational possibilities to the world of covert

CIA MIND CONTROL RESEARCH
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intelligence. Due to the obviously sensitive nature of any research
in this area, special precautions were taken to isolate operations
financially from other projects and the Agency.

MKULTRA SUBPROJECT 142 AND SUBPROJECT 94

Subproject 142 was “ a small biological program of electrical
brain stimulation involving some new approaches to the subject. “
The project would “engage in some very practical experiments at
some point in the work that would present security problems if this
effort were to be handled in the usual way. Some of the work pro-
posed for these animals would involve possible delivery systems
for direct executive type action operations as distinguished from the
eaves dropping application.” The term “executive action” was the
CIA’s euphemism for assassination. 

Subproject 94 was similar, its purpose “to provide for a continu-
ation of investigations on the remote directional control of activi-
ties in selected species of animals. Miniaturized stimulating elec-
trode implants in specific brain center areas will be used.”

These projects were initially conducted on animals. Dogs, cats
and monkeys were tested as guided microphones and bombs. By
1960, “the feasibility of remote control of several species “ had
been demonstrated. By April 1961, Sidney Gottlieb’s team had “ a
‘production’ capability.” After successful testing of electrode
implants in animals brains, it was only a matter of time before
human subjects were to be used.

In July 1968 an Agency team flew into Saigon to experiment on
three Vietcong prisoners at Bien Hoa Hospital. Working in an
enclosed compound, the team’s neurosurgeon and neurologist
inserted tiny electrodes into their brains. Behaviorists then experi-
mented on the men, arming them with knives and trying to induce
violent behaviour in them using the direct electrical stimulation.
After a week of experimentation which failed to incite the men to
attack each other, they were shot dead and their bodies were
burned. One cannot even begin to guess at the number of people
who have been subjected to brain implants since these early exper-
iments.

OPERATION OFTEN

By 1969 TSS had been replaced by the Office of research and
Development (ORD) as the Agencies “department of the
unorthodox.” The most innovative and daring doctors were
transferred to ORD and a number of bizarre and far- r e a c h i n g
experiments were put into action. The roots of the new research
could be traced back to the earlier work Dr. Cameron had
approved which tried to establish links between eye colouring
and mental illness. 

The ORD chemical and biological team started off trying to cre-
ate a deadly virus by exposing a range of already deadly bacteria to
ultraviolet light. While they continued with that line of research, the
psychiatrists and behaviorists on the ORD team set off to explore
an even stranger possibility. The world of the supernatural and
black magic. Agents spread out across the country in search of for-

tune-tellers, palm readers, psychics and clairvoyants. The agents
would introduce themselves as researchers from the Scientific
Engineering Institute. 

They worked with their new found subjects searching for ways to
use the paranormal in spying and counterintelligence. By May
1971, Operation Often had three astrologers on its payroll whose
specific task was to predict the future. They would sit for hours in
soundproof booths scouring magazines and newspapers looking for
items that would alert them psychically. They then taped whatever
thoughts came into their minds about how the particular situation
may develop. 

By 1972 two Chinese-American palmists has been employed to
probe how hand reading could be developed for intelligence work.
Palmists had already been consulted after the Agency went to con-
siderable lengths to obtain Fidel Castro’s palm prints. A medium
was used to scout the United Nations headquarters for “evil types”
and an approach was even made to the minister in charge of exor-
cisms for the Catholic archdiocese of New York. Whatever the
offer, it was firmly rejected. Research was conducted into black
magic, complete with an analysis on the covens operating in the
United States. The Scientific Engineering Institute funded a course
in sorcery at the University of South Carolina. The CIA’s scientists
carefully studied the results of the classes devoted to fertility rites
and raising the dead. Simultaneously, research into brain implant
technology was stepped up. 

THE SCHWITZGEBEL MACHINE

After consultation with the DCI, Richard Helmes, Dr. Gottlieb
hired the former director of the Agency’s Office of Scientific
Intelligence, Dr. Stephen Aldrich , and set him up in a safe house
where a KGB defector had recently been interrogated and tortured
continuously for almost three years, so that he could experiment
with a device known as the Schwitzgebel Machine. This was a
‘Behavioural Transmitter-Reinforcer’ (BT-R) fitted to a body belt
that received signals from , and transmitted signals to, a radio mod-
ule. The machine was “linked to a missile-tracking device which
graphs the wearer’s location and displays it on a screen.” It was
developed by Ralph K. Schwitzgebel in the Laboratory of
Community Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School. His brother,
Robert, subsequently modified the prototype into a more refined
final product. The machine drew enthusiastic praise from criminol-
ogists who were supportive of ORD’s concepts for the intelligence
techniques of the new world order.

On December 10th, 1972, Helmes cancelled Operation
Often.The memo sent to Dr. Gottlieb to notify him was marked
READ - DESTROY. Dr. Gottlieb resigned from the Agency in
January 1973. Before he left he was ordered by Helmes to shred all
records from MKUltra - MKSearch. 

130 boxes would later be discovered in the Langley archives that,
inexplicably, Dr. Gottlieb had failed to destroy. It was thought that
the records had been misfiled and would have been to destroyed if
Helmes and Gottlieb had been aware of them. 

CIA MIND CONTROL RESEARCH
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SKELETONS IN THE CLOSET 

In July 1974 the Watergate scandal climaxed with the resignation
of President Richard M. Nixon, and Vice-President Gerald R. Ford
stepping in to take the reigns. Ford immediately became aware of
scope of the CIA’s wholesale misbehavior. They had tried every-
thing from blackmail, bribery, and sexual harassment, to violence
and murder, in a genuinely horrific abuse of their privilege to clas-
sify anything they deemed fit to cover up TOP-SECRET , ULTRA,
or EYES-ONLY. Upon hearing the truth, Gerald Ford’s reaction
was reportedly to shake his head in disbelief and mutter ,”My God.
Oh, My God.” 

In December 1974 The New York Times ran a story exposing
some of the Agency’s illegal activities during the Johnson and
Nixon administration, and a public outcry ensued. President Ford
quelled the public reaction by appointing a committee, chaired by
Vice-President Nelson A. Rockerfeller, to investigate the allega-
tions. Ronald Reagan, who was Governor of California at the time,
was one one of the eight members sitting on the committee. He ral-
lied strongly in favour of the CIA and claimed that “in any bureau-
cracy of about sixteen million people there are going to be individ-
uals who make mistakes and do things they shouldn’t do.” 

Over dinner with William Casey, Reagan vowed that if he were
ever elected President he would make sure that the CIA would
never have to fight with one arm tied behind it’s back. George Bush
became DCI on January 31, 1976, and departed to become
Reagan’s running mate on January 20, 1977. On January 26, 1981,
William Casey made his first trip to the White House as Director of
Central Intelligence.

Within a short space of time, the Director of the National
Security Agency (NSA), Admiral Bobby Ray Inman, who had also
been in the running become to become DCI, helped forge closer
ties with the CIA. Attempts were made to smooth the competitive
relationship between the two agencies, the NSA allowing the CIA
unprecedented access to their extensive data and computerised
intelligence gathering facilities. 

On December II, 1980, a law suit was filed against the CIA by a
former patient under the “care” of Dr. Ewen Cameron. Shortly
afterwards another patient became a co-plaintiff. It was expected
that more victims of the CIA’s covert mind-control research opera-
tions would shortly join in. 

Casey ordered the CIA legal staff to delay any court hearings for
as long as possible, his plan being that if the elderly plaintiffs were
to die before the trial, the case would would die with them. Casey
then set about collecting damning evidence about the medical tor-
ture practices of over eighty countries deemed to be unfriendly to
the United States. The case eventually made it to trial. The plain-
tiffs settled for a sum of $100,000 each which was released to them
on the understanding that they would never publicly discuss the
case again. 

The operations listed above only became public knowledge
because of the public’s awareness of the Senate investigations, and
checks made by researchers under the Freedom of Information Act. 

Today, in almost every country in the world, torture involving the
manipulation of the human mind is performed on someone every
single day. Techniques have become so sophisticated that even vic-
tims who become statistics may be unaware of what, or who, has
been interfering with their minds. The techniques that are in use
today are more subtle, silent, and deadly than ever before.

There is no way of knowing just how many research projects, or
perhaps more importantly, deployment operations, are being con-
ducted at the present time. Perhaps the sudden change of attitude by
many of the Iraqi personnel on the ground in the recent Gulf War
could be related to the possible use of secret long-range behaviour
modifying technologies.

Much of the research conducted by the CIA and the Soviets has
inspired both the Intelligence community and the Defense
Department to a close look at the potential of parapsychology for
covert psychic warfare purposes. This topic will be covered in
detail in a future issue of Nexus.

The intention of publishing this story is not to shock or scare you.
It is to remind you that behind the veil of secrecy that masquerades
as “national security”, there are people perfecting mind-control
techniques that can relieve you of your self control. Only by being
aware of the silent hand that would like to control your mind will
you recognize where the veil starts and deception begins. Only by
being aware can we begin to lift the veil. 
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